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14.1 Prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution from all 
kinds, in particular from land‐based sources, including marine 
debris and nutrient pollution.
14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and 
coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, 
including strengthening their resilience and take action for their 
restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans. 
14.3Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification 
through the enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels.
14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10% of coastal and marine areas, 
consistent with international law and based on the best available 
scientific information.

Conserve and sustainably use oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development
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The Regular Process to review the environment, 
economic and social aspects of the World Ocean 
was approved by the United Nations in  2004

The Regular Process is guided  by international 
law including the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and other applicable 
international instruments

First World Ocean Assessment



General Concerns
• State of the world’s ocean and seasis

deteriorating
• No system of assessments existed at that time that 

gives a global  picture of the state of the marine
environment  with socio-economic aspects



Science-Policy interface
• Approach to understand the oceans needsto be 

integrated and not onlysectoral
• Oceans issues are interlinked including with  

social and economic development on land
• Need for a more effective interface between  

scientific knowledge and decision-making



Science-Policy interface
• A scientific understanding of the ocean is 

fundamental to carry out an effective 
management of the human activities that affect 
the marine environment and the biota that it 
contains



Institutional Arrangements
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General Assembly

Ad Hoc Working Group  
of the Whole

Bureau Group of Experts

Pool of ExpertsSecretariat

National  
Focal  
Points



First World Ocean Assessment
(WOAI)

The Regular Process 
for Global Reporting and 
Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment, including Socioeconomic 
Aspects produced the first integrated 
assessment of the marine environment in 
December 2016



First Global Integrated 
Marine Assessment (WOAI)

• “The ocean carrying 
capacity is near or at its 
limit. Urgent action on a 
global scale is needed to 
protect the world’s 
oceans” (Ban Kin‐moon)

• Prioritize areas for 
action and input to 
Sustainable
Development Goals

55 Chapters , 973 pages, 645 Experts contributed





Is the Ocean capable of increasing food
production ?

Global commercial catches reported by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations, 1950‐2012

World Population Prospects 2017 

• 9.8 billion in 2050, 
• 11.2 billion in 2100

WOA, 2016



WOA, 2016



Ship Movements

WOA, 2016



Transport of Goods

WOA, 2016

158% increase between 1980 and 2013 



Origin of Tourists

Number of passagens increased over the years
WOA, 2016



Oil Production

WOA, 2016



Oil Trade and Spills

WOA, 2016



Origin of Invasive Species

WOA, 2016



Dead and Hypoxic Zones

WOA, 2016



Radioative contamination
Seawater Fish

WOA, 2016



Plastic debris in surface waters of the 
global ocean

WOA, 2016

2050 more plastic than fish



Global World Traffic



Acts of Piracy

WOA, 2016



Submarine Cables

WOA, 2016



WOA, 2016



Outline for the World Ocean 
Assessment II

• The Second World Ocean Assessment ‐ give a picture of the 
state of the world’s marine environment, including 
socioeconomic aspects, based on the developments since 
World Ocean Assessment I, and using 

Drivers – Pressures – State – Impacts – Response 
(DPSIR) model.  

• Sets out the relevant drivers,
• Describe the trends in the current state of the main 

components of the marine environment, resulting from the 
developments in the effects of the many pressures and 
their impacts,

• Developments in the effects of the management measures 
adopted in response.



Outline of World Ocean Assessment II 
(WOAII)

Scientific 
understanding 
of the ocean

Pressure Trends
 Climate and atmosphere
 Nutrients
 Inputs from land, ships and 

offshore installations
 Solid waste
 Erosion
 Coastal infrastructures
 Seabed mining
 Hydrocarbons Exploration 
 Tourism
 Invasive species
 Cumulative impacts

Drivers of changes
in the ocean

Current State and Trends
 Physical and Chemical
 Biodiversity
 Human society in relation 

to the ocean Trends in management
 Spatial planning
 Managing
 Overall benefits to humans

31 Chapters
1st Draft concluded in December 2019



Knowledge and capacity building gaps

• Knowledge Gaps
– Physical structure of the 
ocean

– Waters of the ocean
– Biotas of the ocean
– Ways in which humans 
interact with the ocean

• Capacity building gaps



The Regular Process is helping to guide 
planning for the activities of the 

United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development providing an 

opportunity to progress the development of 
the science policy interface for sustainable use 

of the global ocean

Next WOA3

https://en.unesco.org/ocean‐decade



The oceans will continue without 
humans, but humans cannot 
continue without the oceans

http://www.worldoceanassessment.org



2 – 6  June 2020

Lisbon will host the 
2nd UN Ocean Conference



For more information visit:

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/rp


